
1st Workshop on Human’s Response to Flowers –  

Keynote Speakers 
 

Dr Martin Hůla 
Martin Hůla is an evolutionary psychologist and human ethologist focusing on human–plant 
interactions, particularly phytophilia—the evolutionary origins and expressions of human 
aesthetic responses to flowers. His research examines how people perceive and evaluate 
different floral shapes and colours, and whether flower preferences reflect shared, species-
typical patterns expressed across infancy, childhood, and adulthood and across cultures. 
Another line of his research investigates how real and virtual plant-rich environments, such as 
forests, influence human well-being. 
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Dr Melinda J Knuth  
Dr. Knuth’s research priorities are on business management and consumer behavior research. 
Historically, Dr. Knuth has evaluated trade flows of horticulture products in the United States, 
estimated the economic impact of the North Carolina and United States green industries and 
national compost industry, assessed the benefits plants provide to human health, and 
estimated consumer acceptance of retail garden center messaging. She currently is an 
Assistant Professor in Horticultural Science at North Carolina State University. Dr. Knuth 
teaches Greenhouse Management, Floriculture Production, Horticulture Business 
Development, and Horticulture Marketing. Dr. Knuth received her PhD from Texas A&M 
University in Horticultural Science with a certificate in Applied Statistics. From there, she was a 
postdoctoral research associate at University of Florida in the Food & Resource Economics 
Department. She currently serves as the International Society for Horticulture Science Division 
Chair of Horticulture for Development and as a GenNext Lead with AmericanHort. Her poster 
‘Exploring Artificial Intelligence Literacy Amount Two-Year Horticulture Students’ was voted 
Outstanding Poster at the 2025 NCSU Conference of Faculty Excellence. Dr. Knuth received the 
2025-26 Goodnight Early Career Faculty Award at NCSU and GPN Magazine’s 40 under 40 
award in 2021. 
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Professor Sylvie Baudino 
Sylvie Baudino is an emeritus professor at the University of Saint-Etienne (France) and 
researcher at the Laboratory of Plant Biotechnology applied to aromatic and medicinal plants 
(LBVpam). She study the production of scent compounds in plants, in particular the 
biosynthesis pathways of terpenes. She want to know why some plants are heavily fragrant 
while others are not. My favorite plant model is the rose. She discovered a new pathway for 
terpene biosynthesis in this plant (Magnard et al. Science 2015 DOI: 10.1126/science.aab0696). 

 

ORCID: 0000-0002-3367-172X 

Lab website: https://lbvpam.univ-st-etienne.fr/en/index.html 

Lab linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/lbvpam/ 

 

  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1126%2Fscience.aab0696&data=05%7C02%7Ch.rodriguessilva%40surrey.ac.uk%7C93a9c2e7fcc34bdfcf4608de738c44b6%7C6b902693107440aa9e21d89446a2ebb5%7C0%7C0%7C639075243472818987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6BF05pxyo4EQEGsZJW1NuRdV1P7ly6aNEDa8whn2mKM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flbvpam.univ-st-etienne.fr%2Fen%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7Ch.rodriguessilva%40surrey.ac.uk%7C93a9c2e7fcc34bdfcf4608de738c44b6%7C6b902693107440aa9e21d89446a2ebb5%7C0%7C0%7C639075243472876846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C7Addjpci1gVczzbU6yV%2F2xvRZE4e4SBslTxcI%2FROPM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Flbvpam%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ch.rodriguessilva%40surrey.ac.uk%7C93a9c2e7fcc34bdfcf4608de738c44b6%7C6b902693107440aa9e21d89446a2ebb5%7C0%7C0%7C639075243472927802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NSI7Nr%2Bo8jMa2vPfkLp0tZXJx9wEovaRM5x0AUZN9Uc%3D&reserved=0


Dr Jill Timms 
Jill is a sociologist of work and the environment. She is an Associate Professor in Sociology at 
the University of Surrey, a founding Fellow in the Institute for Sustainability and Co-Lead of the 
Sustainable Flowers Research Project. Jill has been researching the flower industry for over two 
decades, since her PhD from London School of Economics. Her interests focus particularly on 
the role of collaboration; responsibilities to workers and the planet in complex global supply 
chains; the rise of private standards and certification schemes; and the role of different groups, 
such as consultants, campaigners, governments and consumers, in changing policy and 
practice towards net-zero. Jill works with key industry stakeholders to improve sustainable 
practice in horticulture, has been funded by the British Academy/Leverhulme Trust, ESRC, AIPH, 
IDH, DEFRA and UKIR. Jill is an Academic Advisor to the Sustainable Floristry Network and on 
the national committee of Sustainable Church Flowers (SCF) movement, with the SCF motion 
recently voted for by the Church of England for its use of sustainable flowers. Other recent work 
includes research with David Bek and the Flower Growing Collective to promote routes to 
market for seasonal flower growers through a  national system of Hubs organised on a 
cooperative basis, and the piloting of a new agroecological standard for flower growers. Jill is 
also currently Editor in Chief of the journal Sociology, and has regularly delivered presentations 
at events for the British Florist Association, Flowers from the Farm, the Fairtrade Foundation, 
the Big Green Week and other public engagement events. She is Co-Organiser of our Human 
Response to Flowers Workshop too! 
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Professor Miroslav Poje 
Miroslav Poje is employed at the University of Zagreb Faculty of Agriculture as an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Ornamental Plants, Landscape Architecture, and Garden Art. 
His scientific research and professional work focus on the perception and evaluation of 
vegetation elements in public green spaces, with particular emphasis on the functional and 
visual characteristics of flower beds. He studies the use of ornamental plants in public spaces, 
with a specific research focus on perennials as fundamental components of sustainable design 
and maintenance of public green areas. His additional research interests include analyzing the 
positive effects of plants on human health in the context of horticultural therapy, as well as the 
negative impacts associated with the use of toxic, allergenic, and invasive plant species in 
public spaces. 
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Dr Hélder Oliveira 
Hélder Oliveira is a Principal Researcher at LAQV/REQUIMTE, University of Porto, whose scientific 
career has been dedicated to understanding phenolic compounds and their impact on human health. 
After completing a PhD in Sustainable Chemistry, he established a multidisciplinary research profile 
that integrates food chemistry, biochemistry, and cellular biology. His early work shed light on 
anthocyanin absorption mechanisms, uncovering the involvement of glucose transporters using an 
innovative nanotechnology-driven gene-silencing approach. Since 2022, Hélder has been building a 
distinctive scientific identity through research on anthocyanin-rich edible flowers, supported by a 
Junior CEEC contract and two funded projects for which he serves as Principal Investigator: 
AnthoE.Flos and FLORA.MED. These projects explore edible flowers as sustainable dietary sources 
and investigate the fate, bioaccessibility, and health potential of their bioactive compounds, 
particularly in relation to metabolic disease. His studies have already provided foundational insights 
into flower-derived anthocyanins, including their gastrointestinal stability and incorporation into 
innovative food products, establishing a new research line within LAQV. Throughout his career, Hélder 
has published extensively in top-tier journals, contributed to major international collaborations 
across Europe and China, and co-authored a patent on pyranoanthocyanins. He has supervised 
multiple MSc and PhD students, contributed to science management and communication, and has 
been invited to deliver plenary lectures internationally. Hélder is also the editor of an upcoming CRC 
Press book on acylated anthocyanins. By merging fundamental chemistry, cellular models, and 
sustainable food innovation, Hélder Oliveira is trying to position edible flowers as a promising frontier 
for nutrition and health research. 
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